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Meeting Highlights
by Leo Davids, WFRC Secretary

 On Tuesday, November 10th, the Wright Flyers held 
the monthly membership meeting at the Monticello 
Middle School, room 29. This was the second in the 
series of  seven indoor meetings for the winter season.
 The meeting was called to order by president Scott 
Leiferman at 7:09 PM. There were fourteen members 
present, including four club officers. 
 Leo Davids reviewed the minutes of the October 
meeting as published in the November club newsletter. 
The minutes were approved as published. 
 There was no treasury report available.. 
 Scott Leiferman attempted to contact Jeff 
Thompson of the Lawn Ranger mowing service but 
did not get to discuss whether he will offer a quote for 
the field mowing next season. 
 Scott again voiced his wish to step down from his 
club office. Wayne VanDenBoom said he would be 
willing to move up to president if no other candidates 
come forward. The December club newsletter will 
solicit interest of candidates for either president or 
vise-president to be elected and installed at the 
December meeting.
 The price of dues for next year was brought up for 
discussion and based on minimal lawn mowing and 
other expenses it was moved to keep the dues at the 
current levels. The motion was approved by 
unanimous vote.
 Joel Dirnberger had no workable suggestions to 
provide remote checking of weather conditions at the 
field. All he has found are expensive and/or require a 
power source at the field.

The next meeting is scheduled for 
7:00 PM on Tuesday, December 8th, 

2009. It will be held in Room 29 of  the 
Monticello Middle School. 

 Tom Springer reported that he fields quite a few 
inquiries about the RC flying sport from the people 
attracted to facilities of the adjoining Montissippi Park. 
He suggested that a supply of club info brochures  
stored at the field might foster further interest from the 
casual observers. Also Tom asked if the club would be 
willing to maintain a trainer style aircraft to allow some 
of the interested visitors to see what RC flying is really 
about. This inquiry turned toward having the club 
institute a regular time and group of instructors to 
support this promotion of RC flying. Garth Landefeld 
pointed out that this effort would have to be a group 
effort of volunteers. If such a group could be 
assembled from the club membership and come up 
with a formal program, club financial backing could be 
sought at future meetings. 
 At the meeting, we had a new member sign up for 
2010, Gordon Ess. He recently moved to Monticello 
and is getting back into RC after a many year layoff. 
 The meeting was adjourned at 8:03 PM.

Show & Tell
by Leo Davids, WFRC Secretary

 Leo Davids brought in his Great Planes Electrifly 
Lancair EP which he had completed last spring and 
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brought for a show & tell to the first outdoor field 
meeting. However, that meeting was abbreviated by 
nasty weather. Although it has flown a number of 
times throughout the summer, only WFRC members 
who attended the CRRC Club picnic in September had 
seen it because its small wheels don’t allow it to 
operate successfully from the Montissippi Park grass 
runway. 
 This aircraft is considered an ARF that needs only 
servos and a receiver. However, Leo wanted the power 
and weight reduction that a brushless motor and LiPo 
battery would provide versus the wimpy brush motor 
and Nimh battery which it was supplied with. He’d 
hoped to do this with equipment already on hand but 
ended up purchasing another gear reduction because 
the supplied one wasn’t up to the task either.
 The Lancair has turned out to be a great flying 
airplane as long as you have a hard surface runway to 
operate from. It is a fast, smooth flyer that is very 
aerobatic but doesn’t slow down very much with 
power pulled back for landing. Fortunately, it doesn’t 
seem to stall or drop a wing abruptly at slower speed 
once you master bleeding off speed in the landing 
pattern.

Blimp Day at the Metrodome
by Leo Davids, WFRC Secretary

 Among other things, at the Marcee Metrodome 
flying date on November 24th, it was "Fly the Blimp" 
day. This particular example is a 14-footer that flew in 
the Dome for Twins and Vikings games and was 
rigged to drop caps, coupons and other promotional 
stuff onto the crowds in the stands. The pilot/owner 
is Kevin Maas who took the blimp when they were 
going to discard it. He updated it  with brushless 
motors and LiPo batteries and hoped to paint out the 
Tribune sponsor logo but it would cost at least $400 so 
he has not done it. 

 Kevin inflated it just for flying in the dome on this 
Marcee date for open electric park flying. The blimp 
takes about 225 cubic feet of helium which costs 
about $80. It was the maiden flight with the new 
power system. Kevin was offering a few minutes of 

Top: Leo showing his Lancair
Bottom: Come to a meeting and have fun like these guys...

Above: Kevin Maas and his Star Tribune Blimp. Flying at the 
Metrodome at one of the MARCEE get togethers in November.



3

flight time to anyone interested whenever the normal 
airplane traffic had a lull. It certainly requires patience 
because nothing happens very fast but it is wise to plan 
ahead to keep out of tight situations and fly the course 
you want. 
 The thrusters on the gondola for flight control are a 
pair of brushless motors that have 4-blade prop/fans. 
They rotate 360 degrees and work off the elevator 
stick on the Tx. The throttle stick runs the thruster 
motors while the aileron stick operates a side thrusting 
fan in the tail to yaw  the blimp. The whole thing is 
powered by a 5000 mah 2S LiPo battery pack which 
seemed to last the entire day.

2010 WFRC Club Dues
by Leo Davids, WFRC Secretary

 Payment is due by the January monthly meeting to 
ensure no lapse of “benefits”. A renewal form is 
included with this month’s newsletter. You can mail 
the payment to the club PO box or bring it  to the 
monthly meeting. The standard single adult fee 
remains at $50.

Field Mowing for 2010
by Leo Davids, WFRC Secretary

 Scott Leiferman talked to Jeff Thompson of the 
Lawn Ranger Mowing Service subsequent to the club 
meeting on November 10th. Jeff told Scott he’d rather 
not go after the job again for 2010. So during the next 
four months, the club will need to pursue other 
options to keep the field mowed for the April to 
October 2010 flying season. 
 Since WFRC began using the field at Montissippi 
Park in 1988, the field was initially mowed by a single 
dedicated member gratis until 2003. At that time, a 
group of members organized to take turns with a 
mowing schedule set up for about 4 members who had 
their own equipment that could handle the job. In 
2004, the club contracted with a local commercial lawn 
service. After one year, the lawn service asked for a 
substantial price increase, so club member Garth 
Landefeld offered to be our mowing service in 2005 
for no increase in price from the commercial service’s 
initial price. At the end of 2008, Garth encouraged the 
club to try another commercial service which was lined 
up by Scott Leiferman, the Lawn Ranger out of 
Buffalo.
 During the stint where Garth was mowing, Wayne 
VanDenBoom looked into some ways to have a club 
owned mower stored at the field. He had Jeff Nelson 

try to get Xcel Energy to allow the club to place a 
storage shed on the Xcel side of field but the Xcel 
channels stonewalled Jeff and he never got official 
permission. The reason for that approach was the 
hope that vandals would not see nor venture to that 
side of the field where the Xcel plant security make 
regular rounds. 

Upcoming Events
MARCEE Metrodome Flying - Dates for 
flying small electrics under the Metrodome for 
December include 8th, 10th, 15th and 22nd. AMA 
membership is required. Cost is $5 to Marcee 
members, $10 to everyone else. Currently there are no 
dates scheduled for 2010 winter months. Some dates 
come in or are changed on short notice so if you are 
not on the Marcee Yahoo internet group, the best 
place to check is their website: www.marcee.org.

TCRC Auction - The Twin Cities RC Club’s 34th 
annual auction will be held on Saturday, February 6th, 
2010, at the Cross Point Church in Bloomington. With 
the new venue they settled into last year, this auction 
should be the premiere event of the 2010 RC model 
season. Check their website at www.tcrconline.com  
for more details.

Swap Meets - So far there are two swap meets 
tentatively scheduled in January. MAAC is suppose to 
have one on the 16th at the B-Dale Club on 2100 
North Dale St. (in St. Paul?). The second swap meet is 
being hosted by MARCEE on January 23rd. The 
location is not set right now but Devaun from 
Blackdog RC is invited to have a table with his electric 
RC accessories. Last year, Big Sky Hobby and King 
Kong Hobby a l so had t ab l e s. Check on 
www.marcee.org for more details as that date 
approaches.

Using Kitchen Appliances
From the Eugene Prop Spinners, Eugene, Oregon

 I used to soak pieces of balsa in a pungent mix of 
ammonia and water in order to bend them around 
wing tip forms, or other compound curves, like a 
cowling form. Now I use the microwave.
 Soak the balsa (or even plywood) in water for a few 
minutes, then zap it in the microwave. It comes out 
limp as a noodle, and ready to form into complex 
shapes. 
 Also, Kraft used to sell little plastic clamps with 
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2009 Club Officers
.............. .................Pres Scott Leiferman 763-245-2859

................ .......VP Wayne Van Den Boom 763-443-4440
..... ........................Treasurer Perry Dzuik 763-477-6865
...... .........................Secretary Leo Davids 763-263-3577
..... .................Safety Off Garth Landefeld 763-497-5828

...... ........................News Ed Jean Davids 763-263-3577

If you have news or ideas for articles you would like to 
see, you can email me at jedweb@charter.net or call me at 

763-263-3577. Jean Davids

Café Express 
Want club logo apparel & other items? Shop here: 

http://www.cafepress.com/wrightflyersrc. 

parallel faces. The tension was by a rubber band. 
These can be adjusted for any amount of pressure 
depending on your rubber band.
 Don’t overlook small spring-loaded electrical battery 
clamps available from Radio Shack. These make nice 
clamps to hold things in place while the glue dries.
 Got a wing warp? A finished model is usually too 
big and cumbersome to hold over a steaming kettle on 
your stove. Soak a bath towel in water and put it in the 
microwave until it is steaming hot. Wrap this around 
the warped wing. Have some books handy to use as 
weights to stress the structure in the proper direction a 
bit more than you would think; this is because the 
structure will spring back somewhat when it is all over. 

I hope you realize that even the finest and straightest 
building board is not much use if a warp creeps in 
after covering and painting. Butyrate dopes especially 
keep on shrinking and pulling at the structure.
 If you don’t have a MonoKote hot air gun, you can 
use an ordinary hair dryer. It might take a bit longer, 
but it is safer and you are not likely to melt the plastic 
film.
 An easy way to cut large pieces of MonoKote is 
with a pizza cutter. You know, this is a wheel with a 
handle. This works well for irregular shapes of 
MonoKote.
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